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A Fair Statement of Fagts, Ke. . 


* 3 Libeaty Wat 6% be rer 
into 4 ſociety about the end of the year 
1779, by a few teſpectable men of the town, 


 conviting. chiefly-wf Dilſept6X ; and coniniied to 
ese by ,, dt Wha Bah me l N 


until the, end of rhe year 17/88, at Which time the 
members were in number about two hundred and 
thirty. 'The admiſſion ticket at and to chat period be- 
ing only one guinea, it was then raiſed to a.  gvinca, 
and a half; aud when the ſubſcribers, amounted. to. 
three hundred i it became two zuincas. There is now, 
at the beginning of 1789, three hundred and thirty- 


four ſubfcriberlf and the ticket is to be raiſed to 

three guineas en they” arrive at fo * hundred, 

which is not al to the advance of the olg ſub- 
ſctibers, who hd ar chi day 2 at five guineas, Why- 


mould not the ticket at that period be raiſed to five 
guineas ? The: writer of this has been told becauſe 


it will hinder 4 people from becoming {ubſcribers 3 but 


that whck tew is four, poets it will be a > 


ond b be finally cloſed. 
10 | This 


by 


2 3 . 


[4] 
his inſtitution has continued nine years, and upon 
a moderate calculation, there has been expended in 
books near one thouſand two hundred Pounds. The 
increaſe of the books has been very rapid in the 
laſt three years, and the fund muſt continue to in- 
creaſe? ſo as to purchaſe two thouſand pounds worth 
every ſeven years to come. The annual expence 
to ſubſcribers hitherto has been only eight ſhillings 
and one ſhilling towards the cxpences of the gene- 
ral meeting; and by the laws can never be raiſed 
to more than ten ſhillings. Theſe laws are printed, 
with z catalogue of the books, and a liſt of the 
ſubſcribers, and may be had at the Hbrary room. 
The laws in the infancy of the ſociety were imper- 
fect and inſufficient, until they were enlarged, cor- 
rected, and improved, by the Rev. Doctor Prieſtly, 
who has, eyer taken great trouble ads pang ee 
promotion of the intoreſt of the library. "= 10 


"Ie is urged that the foakety was firlt inſtituted. bet 
the Difſenters, and on. that account they claim a right. 
to the adminiſtration and government of i it, but wigh-;- 
gut reaſon or juſtice. No impartial man will deny but 
chat, i in all bodies of people the fugds and exiftence_ 
of which depend on equal ſ ubſcriptions from every 
individual, thoſe individuals have all an equal right, 
and ought to be the only judges of the perſons to 


whom they entruſt the * of their nn. 
ſcriptions. | [ 


We come now to n of the . 
of contention. ' Formerly it was thought of ng great 
cotiſ6quence: and of courſe was little attended to by 
the ſociety ; but at the general. meeting in 1786, there 
were FARES — it one or two more * 

l 5. 


5 . 
that 1 were not . Diſentets, But why or Weben 
from thence, that body of people ſhould have been 
ſeized with ſuch a ſpirit of party rage and animoſity, 
which were "viſible in their conduct previous to and 

which they ſhewed at the laſt annual meeting of 
Deceinber 1787, is, to all the well diſpoſed and un- 
ambitiqus, every way ungceountable. There had pre- 
vious to this period crept into the library a great ma- 
ny "controverſial books .on religious ſubjeQs ; and to 
do juſtice to the Rev. Doctor, it muſt be allowed he 
at one time oppoſed their admiſſion ; eyen of thoſe of 
which he was the author: /aying, they were after the 
preſent moment mere Tumber . | 


Previous however to the General AU Meeting, 
in 178), 4 number of welF-difpoſed members, anxious 
for the peace and 2383 of their friends and families, 


and deſirous of kee Keeping, from their. knowledge the 
t are 4 


numberleſs Vritifgs publiſhed againſt. 
the eſtabliſhed religion of this country, were on the 


point of oppoſing their introduction into the library, 
in a ſpirited and rather too warm a manner; when 
Captain Cook, with the ſole motive of preſerving the 
peace of the ſociety, obtained their leave to bring it 
forwards in ſuch a yay as. no one, he thought, could 
take offence,” believing it to be the wiſh of all parties, 
and accordingly he propoſed the 2 motion: : 


Captain COOKE's MOTION. 


6 M* ANY of the ſudſcribets to, this very uſeful inſti- 
tution are much concerned to ſee a ſpirit of gan 
troverly creeping into the library, by the purchaſe of 
ſo many books in religious diſputes; books of no real 
ule, and after the prefent moment mere lumber : they 
are : read but by a particular few, and do not anfwer 
A3 the 


_ the purpoſe of the * intention, which was to 
collect i body of he org and -inftraQtive kterature for 
* a5 well 2s the preſens time.” 2 5 
migs B 
4 Hodder Priefily, tho lamed author of ny of the 
goks is of. that ſpirited: and generous turn of mind, 
and has the ſucces of the library, fo much at heart, 
| —— Sam cooler =o xreper, be, * 
Write would preſent dem. 0 ; 


hd 4 


|; 1 "it is requeſted that the commites es f at prefers 
N 6rder r no more of möge books, until the ſenſe of the 


Whole ſubſcribers. ſhqy {hoy}: be * rome at 98 next ance 
ral annual meeting.* F 


"Va". 27 BY C * 


/ "Ye is like wiſe e ta the next * annual 
| meeting to make a mation for a law to 8 in for 


ee af comfy divinity” : 


"This notion was laßt et the meeting, VOPR i6 mas 
thought beſt not to reſtrain the powers of the com- 
mittee; and on this motion Doctor Prieſtly publiſhe£ 

an addrefs to the ſubſcribers z which brought for- | 
' wards another, faid to be written by a. very well mean 
> ing young” man. Both ſtated their oblections very 
| fully, büt che forwer could not do it without inſult- 
= | ig! theiclergy of the charch e Ws 
F May — f H. J f on 


enge orraptions of 
Chinn f. into th ar ſa ays, © When, 
the ore mentioned a was ordered, it was cutire- 


Iy-aknown to ne; jaa my wih, by 

members of the * of 7g A particular. 

feen of mine (Mr. Rufeil) 1 1 preſent, and Kno. 
RE; in yr og voted | agalyt it 1 1 wo "at, it i 


adi © eee 


* . 3, Js, «12 bg. 


very poſſible 1 "might bave uſed- my 88 aueh 
longer to keep out of the Hbrary e very bod of this 
nature, if it had not been for the unre gſonable offence 
that was faked at the ordering of that work by feveral 
of the clergy, their intem pe us, and I will take lc 
Uberny t ſay, A behaviour on che oecafſon.“ 


Had the Doctor Gmply Rated his ojeRions, and 
no more, the-motior in itſelf coutd have been attend? 
ed with no ill conſequences ; and would of coutfe Rwe 
been thought of no more; but that incurable itch for 
controverſy and diſpute for which he is fo .notoriogs, 
led him even at the riſk of an internal commotion 
and riot in bis favourite ſociety. wantouly to draw on 
him the reſentment of the church clergy, and indu- 
ced a well viſher to attempt. heir de ſence in ſome 
atcafure, in a letter under 5 . of Somebody. | 


2 em r 


b voter r thjs has been in Mr. 'Tooke's come 
pany: often, and is intimately acquainted with ſome of 
His friends; and from every thing he can gather or 
leamipis perfectly convinced of his wiſhes to promote 
peace and not lage, and that” the following alver- 
tiſement which appeared in- the two Birmingham 
ae 8 0 . enen real 
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by 0 mol 221 28 . | 2 — 
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GENTLEMEN, Srouagy ot th 5 


x 


Miran. for a law to exclüde books; relating 
merely to controverſial divinity, having 6ceafis 

ee fome Perm animoſity; ad de motive belag 
greatly miſunderſtood, I beg leave, before e gene 
ral meeting, to affure the ſublcribers, the motion was 
ä brought 


| - of books of hiſtory, ſcience, and profeſhon, whole! 
| prices are in general too high for the majority of pri- 
Vite purſes, as the Plyloſophical * 5:37 MorelF's 


1 


brought forward ſolely with 2 view to extinguiſh, and 


in future prevent unckditeſs occalioned M the Jate 
a of intfoducing' em. 


A4 be. Prieniy in his addreſs W ub ah 


my motion, declares, that he had always oppoſed their 


| admiſſion, and I have often i in converſation, heard ſe- 


veral of the Dr.'s friends mention their own ideas of 
the impropriety of their introduction, and it was from 


done of theſe gentlemen I learned thoſe words, © that 
4 after the profint moment they would be mere linie 's 


| '<T have heard books relating to the two learned FAY 
feſhonsobjeQed to in the committee, merely becauſe 


they were profeſſional, I mean law and phyſic, but ney 


ver heard the fame abjedton, to thoſe of theology. .. 
- «The principal enbef all public libraries ſhould 1 7 


to collect a fund of literature both entertainin = 
_ uſeful, not only for the Krantabe'o- the preſent 


fature generations, but more eſpecially for the pauchal 


dictionary, Groſs's e Kc. ail e: 


6 The propoſal which 1 Tien to — "ITY of 
2 ſeparate ſubſcription, on the plan of the ſcientific, 


for the purchaſe of bogks appertaining to the three 


fiſter profeſſions, ſets: afide every l —_ 'of 123 
fears or alarms relating wegumroverly; , | THE 


„T have been told repeatedly, and with de 
dcximony, that my motion was originally intended as 
a perſonal attack on Dr. Prieſtley; and that the ſubſcri- 
bers who are an e church were angry 
r £01107 0 * 2 


>» 


* 


C 


T 5.1. 3 


beats the Difſenters 3 in general 1 were 7 —— — 
aud conſequentiy more liberal than them; I am ſure; 
the Doctor will laugh at the former idea, and as. 
| for. the latter, I chink every one ſhould laugh at. "" 


f «The ſociety are under many and great obligations 

fo the learned Doctor; i was him who altered its ori- 

| plan, and but fr. 6n a more extenſiye ſcale; 3, he 

ended and enlarged the laws, and has paid a great 

attention to its Welfare and growing intereſts; it is. 

now beboming a very valuable and uſeful . and 
promiſes fair to be a moſt capital one. 


7 


"0 Conſiderin the future conſequence this inftitution 
is likely to be f to this neighbourhood, it were to he 
wiſhed, chat any mode likely to create miſunderſtand- 
ing amongſt its members was exploded ; it was, there- 
* my motion was put np, and not only with the 
dbation of, but at the vequeſt of many reſpectable 
liber, with the proſpect of preventing in future 
-bickerings oecaſioned. by the introduction of theſe 
controverſial books, and at the fame time to eſtabliſh. 
unanimity and concord i in the ne and 39 e 
the idea of party influence. ; 
I am gentlemen, - 
8 moſt obedient, and moſt humble ſervant, 
i Aenne oο»E E 


Haghy Row, Birmingham, 14 1787. 


I have heard it ſaid. that theſe Diſſenters are + batter 
educated, read more, and conſequently are more /ibe- 
ral, than the reſt of the world. The yy himſelf 
has been heard repeatedly to declare it. 


This to be ſure is 4 $542) Idea in the extreme — 
36.53 The 


ah 

The, following. anonymous letter was We juſt, 
before Me general meeting,” and 1 at i : - 

Aidevable expence, to all the ſubſcriber | 

am uniformed) to the Dr: and a few a his 3 x 
believe ud one can deny, if this eontemptible lettes 
was not immediately written by one of the: firſt men 


; amongſt the Diſſenters, it was at leaſt countenanced 


by, and known to chem, before it exer was printec 

Ny one of their leaders, had the effrontery to attempt 
to countenance it at the, general meeting: and had. 
it not been. for the iptetpoſition of a very reſpectable 


man, Mr. Garbett, no one can ſay, how or which 


way the affair —__ haye . 
""This i is indeed # beralay, with pl 'Tengeance to. it! 1 Now 


there can be no illiberality in thus meanly tradueing a 


worthy character !— no! no !—It was only done to 
. certain Ano xo to anſwer. the proſens. 


e * 3 . 


as {7 2 42 


4 wall know 1 of Mr. Cooke's friends were. er 


tremely irritated a at this conduct; ang it was totally, 
25 Lam informed, owing to the buen of Mr. Gar- 
bett, and to Mr. *Cooke's reſpect for that gentleman, 
that he was induced to take down the papers which 


he himſelf had paſted. up., This anſwer was written in 


a hurry, and at a minute's notice. Here follom the 
letter, the anſwer, and the apology. Let the public 
judge for themſelves The writer obtained copies of. 
* tia the few' days they were up. in the library, 


5 T The LETTER: EE ar 

W r 124117 
. u det vil 178 fle Ann 
VO have had printed ee mbh been 


. aid, and more I fear is likely to be ſaid, at the 
AT | general 


| Uhieir- 4endency. 


; þ «tr } 
enera!. Megting of the Subſcribers, on Wednek 
Kew on- th abject of 8 e 
tings, into the þ2=<S 214 ob bar 590 yd. 8 


„The Bös this Letter would neyer 9 


| among the number of thoſe who have contributed to 


tive unneceſſary importance to this ſubject, by, draw- 


| ing. ſo much of your, attention” t to it, had i it not ap- 


ed to him, that you are going to plunge, yourſelves 
(at the inſtigatipn of you know not whom) into 2 
troubled ſea of diffention which perhaps, no time, or 
endeavours, will calm; and Which wilt proue infi- 
nitely more injurgous. to, the. intereſts of rhe Society, 
and of the town at large, than the iotroduftion of 
any writings | into the n bowerer 8 


TY 


o 1 PP "5 - =_ 
- & UW, - 


& I claim your attention AS 2 native, and an old In- 
habitant of the town of Birmingham -I have 
with. its growth-—and T have marked with filial, plea» 
Aire, | its increaling opulence, and its peaceful ſtate. _ 
That the ſame may.long continue, I will affirm, is che 
fincere and fervent prayer of every true ſon of the 
place: well knowing with what-indignation ber ren 
children would ſpurn even at the ſuſpicion that #hey 
could be guilty of ſo patficidical an act as tg attempt 
the deſtruftion of either. But of aliens we muſt not 
venture to ſpeak ſo confidently. That patriotic princi- 
ple which animates every breaſt to promote the inte- 
reſts of their country before all others, aud to preſerye 
her peace, is felt, in a ſecondary degree, by everf 
man with reſpect to the place of his nativity; and 
more eſpecially ſo, if that be likewiſe his reſidence, 
and the. repsbtory. of his property. Acduated by this 


m 1 he rejoices It in ber quiet 52 pro- 
ſperity 


24 
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11 1 | 
ſperity—he" endeavours to promote both; And if Ak. 
ferences" ſhould unhappily ariſe, he is ſenſibly affec 


ted by them, and does his utmoſt to compofe them. 
But. theſe are feelings Which a ſtranger knows not; 


and hiſtory. ſupplies us with numerous inſtances of 
men, deſtitute of connexion, . who. perceiving , no 
road to pre ferment and eminence i in peace ful times 
bave not ſcrupled to excite commotions, - conſcious 
that a turbulent period afforded them: the only chanve 
of riſing. The vanity of the ſmally ambitious, and thoſe 
ho have nothing, Get, may oftentimes attempt to 
gratfy jrielf by Emilar means, regardleſs of the con- 
Kequences to füch, as poſſeſſed of -affluence and repu- 
tation, are entitled to thoſe focial enjoyments, which 
they never can know, if their friends are {POS intq 

oppoſite parties around BO . 


2.9 


| "be The profent Atehtions is the Library 13 . 
grofiea the . generaF* conrerfation, I have been al 
back to the origin of them, arid 1 find that the little 
bigkeyinigs reſpecting Doctor Prieſtly were by Ee 
eonſtnt" very properly ſubliding, © when they were of a 
fudden revived by the appearance of an anonymous 
from a perſon who has fince avowed. him- | 


EA fignafute . af Charles Cook. As he i is 


0 very: few, the imperfett account I have col 
= if Rim is, that de has borne a king” 8 commiſſion, 
that he left wich no great ſucceſs whatever was the 
fervite he was Engaged in, that he now reſides, in Hag- 

iy Row, and havin become” a {ubſcriber to the Li. 
brary has been the chief prepoſer of all thoſe Jenſeleſs 
novels which fill and diſgrace our, ſhelves.” This man 


32 "If he had not ſufficiently ſucceeded in throwing, the 


&cicty into diſorder, has at this time to, add fuel to the 


_—_ but advertiſements info the papers, in which 
he 


/ 


1 A 9 - 
% 2 IT La « 


59 — 5 — 2 . — T a 


F 3 3 

be. tells you, what be thinks and what he fears 3. on 
my word ſid the fly hen riding upd the be um that we 
drawn along the road, ave male 4 great duft) and he will 
it is not to be douhted, wich the ſame. degree of mo- 
deſty, unleſs their good ſenſe timely checks him, thruſi 
him oi into the front, of the reſpectable body of ſab- 
ſcribers at tie General Meeting, nd tell them again 
what, he thinks, and hat they ſhould do. As à friend 
to the peace of the town of Birmingham, I ſhouts 
however hope, that every meddling innovator will be R- 
lenced, that the voice of the reſpectalle part of the 16; 
ciety only will be attended to, and that every attempt 
to make a party Will be . i the om 
terms pf indignation. 10 A . Fo 

'. Bad 
- « With reſpect to the main - data” I a am a ſorry it 
muſt be determined : and though 1 think the reſult of 
the ballot will be in favour of the introduction of the 
books objected td, yet Mrvat a friend am I to pencw, 
and ſo ſenſible from what ſmall beginnings and fight = 
differences oſ opinion the moſt miſcheivous diſſenti- 
ons have ariſen, that although T am of the elta · 
blitded church, I would adviſe every öne of my per- 
ſuaſlon, who has a regard for the quiet. and the in- 
' tereſts of the town, to give a ſilent vote, rather than 
by running the riſk of an acrimonious debate, there- 
by ſow the ſeeds of animoſities no perſon living may 
ſee the end of, and which will deprive us of the 
glorious and ſingular boaft, that Birmingham knows 
no lord, and though poſſeſſed of thouſands of able and 
active ſpirits,” never yet experienced. the ſad conſe- 
re the i inveterate : ſtrugyſes of contett- 


* N * F * - 
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<<PNS; Since I wrote the Shove, 1 nde heard with 
3 T cannot expreſs, that this Mr, 
Card Cook has been admitted upon the Committee, 
and that he has been about with liſts recommending 
zie F to be upon the next. If the Inhabitants of 
the town of — after what has happened, are 
ſo loſt to ever df their dignity as to elect kim, 
they willjuſtly deſerve for their indifference and their 
wunt of ſpirit, henceforth to be the dupes of « every in- 


a. N ſtranger that comes oy, f them, bane at⸗ 
TS: ſet hens: 1 variance. 3 2 b 


8 k ANSWER. 7 
CAFR paper, ſeems ay | 


Fed of abilities top, good to be preſtituted to the 


| Eandatous purpoſe, of- an anonymous, 4 falſe. (in 
Jeaſc) and raſcally Libeller. The character ho 
> atterapts ty ſtak inothedack,. be appears tobe / 
77 nnacquainted with. Mr. Cooke is a native 

natural intereſts in this Town, which he flat - 
e r his own, let him be 


By e 12 . and that is what che ris 
ee cannot ſay, 2s wi ne 


mids $ 3G K. Tue APOLO . er EE: 
""WFhe o the. letter Goned. SEEN 
"the Birmingham Library, finding from what: paſſed at 
the general meeting, and from ſome friends, that he 


has been much nn. reſpeRting the eharacter 
43 of 


1 1 | 
of Mr. Cocke, thinks it a juſtice due to that gentl&s 
man to make the earlieft acknowledgement thereof. 


The author of that letter, would never pes pd 
| have had occaſion to mention the name ot Mr. Cooke 
_ (however they might differ in opinion) had he not 
© been, repreſented to him, as a very meddling man, 
one of no conſequenge, unknown, and as the general 
prpmoter of ſtrife in the library. It was upon fach a 
repreſentation that he felt for the dignity of the towns 
and with the greateſt warmth addreſſed the ſubferi's 
bers. Petter information convinces: him, how much 
he has been deceived, and he ſhould be deftitute ar 
principle, if he did not make Mr. Cooke this public 
apology for what he . in eee f 5 
deception.” dcn & . "214, If 

8 77 

We come. now to another Hroke of ved 
zal. When - the avetion" fer the 'exclufion"ef 
books of controyerſy was in agitation,” the ory -wzs, 
« os. not in any degree refirain your committee, Bur te 
particularly careful in the choice 'of its members 3 amd 
this, Doctor Prieftly recommends in his addreſs.” Ib 
now remains. with me to explain in What manner thebs 
liberal gentlemen were attehtive : and this 
they paid with a. view: abſolutely to cajole a great 
number of the ſubſcribers out of their votes in the 
choice of a new committee. It had been 4:prafitice- 
in former years for the ſubſcribers to ſend their Be 
ta the library, where they were received, and called 
over at the meeting. At this meeting they did the 
ſame, and with the concurrence of ſeveral: of the moſt 
reſpectable men amongſt the Diffenters, to whom it 
had. been mentioned previous to the day; a great num- 
x] ſent Weir election liſts as uſual, in the forenoon 3 


15 1 
. Were 2255 che ee 20 siven x by tint 


* comes be reer 1 cue Hotel great room. 
At the meeting, theſe [heya] gentlemen objected to | 
the liſts being received, and availed themſelves of 
their own interpretation of a law, which ſays every 
fubſcriber muſt give him/elf to the preſident a lift, &c. 
as,'exprefſed in bye-law No. 9, and in conſequence . 
wis a great number of them were rejected, and ſent 
dn td Doctor Perrott's houſe, it being too late to 
fend them to the owners; and by this piece of gene- 
talſt ſeven liſts were ſuppreſſed; conſequentiy 
forty Coven ſubſcribers loſt their votes and intereſts: . 
for. that year, in the electof of their committee. : 
The chairman, or preſident was greatly blamed for 
want of firmneſs in this buſineſs, in not infiſting on 
Heir achmilſian: becauſe he had concurred the day 
before in the old mode oF ending them. Doctor 
6, 2 young phyſician; le the gentleman alluded 
2. The writer of this has not the honour of the doc- 
thr's acquaimance, but he hears, from thoſe that are 
intimate with him, that it is impoſſible to ſuſpect him 
any party deſign; that he is of a generous heart, 
and of aiberal and noble diſpoſition. Suppoſe yourſelf 
> yomng:gentlcman, that from ſituation, in a profeſſion 
ghet th aſteer clear of party, and had never before 
beer the chair, where a ſociety of near three hun- 
| 0 in one room, all -agitated more or lefs, 
aud imaby vidlent in the extreme, were baiting you; 
then if I remember right a gentleman had placed 


4 


humſelf tear the top of the table next to the prefident; 
cho from his profeſſion as 4 mitiifter' of the goſpel, 
ought-to wear the robe of innocence and modeſty, 
and * example and conduct lead his people to 
peace 


7 
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peace, and friendſhip; but inſtead of that this intem⸗ 
perate young man, with forward overbearance , And 
inſolent deportment. more like a- child of the furies! 
than a miniſter of peace, bullied and realy. frightened 
che more moderate of the company that were near, 
him; few men in this ſituation would be W 
= what they might be Turprifed inn. 


The dd wer was the term they agreed upon, ak 
determined it agreeable to their own deſign, to mean 
the immediate and perſonal preſentment from one 
man into the hand of another; but a young gentleman, 
preſent, Mr. Sampſon Lloyd, ſpoke. to the meaning of 
this word; and with all that modeſty, good ſenſe and 
firmneſs, ſo peculiar to his family, faid that the word, 
give, in our language had a very extenſive ſignifica- 
tion; that it did not confine itſelf to the mere perſonal | 
preſentment, but that a man might give to bis friend 
at many thouſand 7 ance, as to give and he- 
queath, made uſe of in will and other deeds. , 


ue 


In the liſts a loſt, were they names of miny” 
principal Difſenters. and a number exceeding the pro- 
portion of thoſe * 3 — e at” 
large. | | 


* o 
= 


* 


The . Doctor to A Km — — 1 1 — | 
clared in the room, that it was his opinion the lifts 


ſhould have been received; but neither nn, . 
ſenſe, nor e had ny weight. 


We cone now to ; as event: - Ther Tommines was. 
declared, and the names were ſuch as had been loſt in 
the liſts, and had it not been for the liſts. of the iltibe-: 
ral r chere would not. have been. 2 ſingle, | 

Diſſenter 


= 
* 
—— 
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tion, und 
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e "buf legs inp the 1 on. 338 
85 2 6 h laſt 22 would have remained at peace 
| Tikerals be 7 8 quiet, and contented with a ſhare: 
only of power. They almoſt univerſally held out the 
eg that no ſtep would be taken in the election in re- 
755 to party ; that they hoped we ſhould rem 
riends, and. 1 believe from my foul, that. it wasi the 
with of many  relpeRQable. individuals amongſt: them 
ut it being diſcoyered that ſome; of the mote. teſtleſu 
F them were quietly making: a. liſt 10 exclude all- 
d their. own, peaple, the Clexgy of the chutehl of. 
gland. very much to their bangur and cradit; did 
Fs duty, and ſtood forth as the aſtertors oſ its righta 


aby 2 Proper and well timed deſence, amen 
r N : * e 1 4 


Fg '®, 


PE 85 1. the juſlice to fax, 2 they 
wiſhed” to are each party properly repreſented ; * iy 
in the opinion of every man of common ſenſe ir ſhguld' 
th: {But then how is peace to be reſtored To 
obtain this defirable end, let any one of them bring 
forward this propoſition, | te that at every clection 
theverſhalt be ſo many Diffenters choſen as, the pro- 
their numbers may be amongft , the Lubſcri,, 
Hero at large and the remainder to be from the high- 
elt numbers, and from amiorigft the other 'ſubſcri- 
> —Until this, or ſomething like it. 15 Ae no 

be ſafel obtained c ie 75 
23555 e "Reine the largeſt e ary 
, be higlny to blame to truſt a party, \ that has more thay, 
| orter * them, ard to do thetnlelves Jullice | 


| N62 1 : ought 


E 8 
K Sd Tt 19 wa ; ound 02 
"ought: to | keep.ths power: inithie een ants. Th 
act but as defendants in this bufineſs., 

1. Before 1 ſpeak, of the general — af this ſoaks 
"ety, which is fixed to be held in the great rom at the 
"Hotel on” Wedne day the 18k of; February. Imuſg 
deg leave to mention a, b ſation of the preſent oom · 
mittee, which appears to. we given great offence jr but 
which in the opinion. of e every upright and. liberal minar 
edman muſt redound Keel their honour. a 1001101 


warn has arrived at Hh . and un- 


- Wholly pea, By with — poo the — will 
determine; by one houfe ; but in cofſequence of- T re- 
queſt : madd hy others, who are fubleribers, the⸗ *comit 
ter tliouglit it eqquitable and right, werder f proporth. 

onate ſhare thereof to each of them: © + Hogg: 
The main buſineſs of che erifuing meeting is 't6 de- 
termine on the choice of another library rονi the 
.preſent being aQtoaly too. ſmall for.any-further purpo- 
es. I am — Mr. Stubbs's ware houſe, in em- 
1 ple-row, i is the place faxed on : ifo, it ig an excellent 
fituationy. and will ſerve the purpoſe for ſome few 
yeats.;, but in a ſhort time the ſocięty. if the mean t 
preſerve their books, and. to diſpoſe of them commodi- 
ouſly, muft builif : a larger and more canvenient, room, : 
Mr. Stubbs, it feems will tet his garden fo huild upg nz 
but then how is the money to be raiſed eee 55 
committee of laſt year, it 21 adh agre a5 
Prieſtley and his friends being preſent, to cb en 
2 voluntary ſubfeription, as the moſt Eligible mean 75 
and that being origin ay the idea df the Di Enters, it 
was ſapofed A large and liberal - one would ave ; been 
obtained, and- in all probability it micht, had the ned 
committee been but a few minutes longer before 


it had been declared; the ſubſeription would have 
B been 


Wh nds Dr. Prieflley, who has avowed it. 
. * s 10 ſociety can be truly repreſented * by 


1 


begun; but the * * ſo offended them, 
ef wikiew vt th tne dere. | 


191 ; YG 


" They publickly 2 the ſociety has loſt, m many hun- 
dred pounds by this tranſaction; Fs EO that their puxſęs 
are for ever ſhut to ſhbſcrij ption. _Haw.ungenerous ys 
this idea Can it be kuppoltd, that. a ſociety of near 


four Hundred people, in ſo apulent a "town. as Birnii = 


ham; would wiſh 0 Petz r money. 40 build a ,coverir 728 


Weir books, when two guineas a and a half from each 


ſcriber would be ſufficient and if the admiſſion ticket 


was raifed in proportion, the moriey would not 
funk but the property beconiing' rransfertable, would b. 
OO any time.” 


inlet we £415 305 Mi * one 
n thoſe . diſlike. an . eee give 
more; or ſell their property, There will be numbers 


glad to buy it, and ee when Wann 
tion ſhall be ſhut, 


* 1} 39. 11549 19912 L SE, 


' There are put up in the ibrary foom, the fol- 
An motions, which gentlemen will judge of for 
chemſelves. Two of them are ſuppoſed to be written by 
2 principal and great man amongſt the Diſſenters; the 


. other: is imputed. to ſeveral gentlemen on the other 
ſide, but who is its author, 1 believe i is not yet known. 


De Motion for the affirmation on the 40 iwer) LE Lifts, by 


Nan 


perſons who are freely and ſpontaneouſly choſen 
1 themſelves, and it is very poſſible that perſons can- 
valling for a committee of ſueh a ſociety: as, this, while 
the majority of the members are either ignorant of 
their proceedings, or inattentive to them, may procuxe 
one that ſhall anſwer particular purpoſes, and not thoſe 


of the. bociety hat it · ĩis propoſed: d in order to 


Po revent 
4 * 150 cy” F014 e 1 8 N 


4 e eee 
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' prevent ſuch - improper conduct, the following clauſes 
be ene 12 0 two n. of the book ef 
Jaw, No. 9. 


To each of the liſts of names; the following clauſe 
7 malt be fubjoined. « The perſon who delivers this iff 
daecläres that to the beſt of his knowledge, no perſon 
- whatever is acquainted with any of the” names contain 
8] ed in it except himſelf; | 


; "0 « The propoſer of this le in the law, (heck 
| rertainly cannot be ſaid to favour any particular party) 
Natters; himſelf that it will be acceptable to all perſons of 
- honour and candour. But if any. perſon can ſuggeſt a 
2 better method of preventing ſuch cabals as diſgrace 
both the ſociety at large, and the perſons who are cho- 

"Fen by them, he will readily exchange his ſcheme for 
* theirs. His only object is to procure a. committee that 
© hall be choſen, fo as to be the fair 9 N 
Whole ſociet jr.  & «4 


« Tt will not, he ae be denied but that the * 
poſer i is a real well wiſher to the library; and one df 
his principal expectations was that, by promoting a freex 
intercourſe between men of thinking and reading of. 
different perſuaſions, that ſpirit of party which is the 
155 of liberal ſociety, would be gradually extinguiſhed. 
But if, on the contrary, it ſhould prove to be a bone of 
"contention among the different parties, it would have 
been better for the town and neighbourhood if it had 
a bid never been inſtituted.” 


"5 The Counter Motion for rg * 2 J i 


„A Horton having been put up which tends to 
ſhackle the freedom of election, in this ſociety,, 
A ſubſcriber propoſes the following, with a view to re- 
ſtore dier e to eBabliſh the right of every indi, 
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vidual member, and to prevent in future the underhand 


And deüguing efforts of party, by which the members 


Have been z/iched out of their votes and ifitereſts (in a 
matter of ſuch-conſequence as the election of their com- 


mittee] and contrary to the eſtabliſhed cuſtoms of fory 


mer. years. The committee of the year 1788, in reſpect 


_ to party mult be allowed, to have been a liberal one, aud 


would have continued fo in 1789, had not that reſilgſe 
fpirit, a defire for power, began very early previous bo, the 
ü general meeting, with a view ts make a committee 
6f * what are generally called Difſenters to the excluſion 
of the eſtabliſhed church, and all other denominations. 


This is a ſact, and can be proved, nay their liſts at the 


general niecting proved it: Fas eſt ab hoſte doceri. RE 


2 Why ſhould a ' profeſſional tan, called on in an emer- 
and thereby prevented bringing his lit to the mi- 
2 preſcribed, loſethis vote, or a member indiſpenſahly 
ed at the hour in. bußneſs, or Abſent at the day of 


dees, or confined by illgels, or ladies who pay their 
| meney. It is very hard upon theſe to loſe their fran- 


ie From theſe conſiderations, I beg to ſubmit the 
n meien for the nent of freedom in 
An. ee 
& Let the law No. « 9, — amended by eraſing the whrde 
giving to the preſident a liſt unſeen by the reſt and ſub- 
flituts the following; « Sending or giving to the libra- 
nan any time of the day in the library-room, before four 
Clock à liſt of thoſe perſons of whom he would have: it 
conſiſt, A let there be added after the words, a new 
one, the following clauſe, „The librarian ſhall have an 
alphabetital liſt of the ſubſcrihers before him and a box | 


. with a mall hole in its kd, to be locked, and the key in 


rhe Poſleſnon of the preſident, he ſhall mark off the names 


M erety one wha l, r beings ie Mt, he ſhrall then 


* ſome mark upon the liſt like the mark of the gag 
| on 


(551 
don. polt office, and immediately without opening it pue 
it into the box, this box to be opened at the general meet- 
ing, the preſident at the ſame time counting the lifts be- 
fore he delivers them to the tellers. No liſt to be called 
over withont the mark above mentioned.” 

A ſecond Paper fluck up in the Library, ſuppoſed by the Author 
of the Motion of Mr mation. 
** J what is aſſerted in the preceding paper (which is ex- 
beedingly improbable) be true, the Preibyterians have | 
followed the bad example of the two laſt years, and it fur- 
niſhes an additional reaſon for the propoſal above. The 
propoſal in anſwer has but little tendency to correct the 
evil which is ſo generally and juflly complained of; but 
as the author of the latter motion thinks it quite reaſona- 
ble, he wiſhes to add it to his own in the following form. 
« 1 hoſe of the ſubferibers who do ner thorſe to deliver lift 
of the committeo in perſon, are danach in fead them to the lis 
brarian, Agne with their namet, a with the above decla- 
ration annexed to them, 10 be opened. by the projedent at the 
tuns that the other ij a 
a The author of this. propoſal, wiſhes that ta 
bers of the eſtabliſhme nt may always have the ame ma- 
jority in the committee that they have in the ſociety at. 
large, and any cabal to form a committee from 
they ſhould be excluded, would, he is confident be repro- 
bated by every reſpectable Diſſenter in town, as well as. 
by himſelf. 1 there muſt be contention. W der. 
us contend who ſhall be moſt liberal,” 


— ——ñů—ñ— 
Im grest arid eufbilent aſſemdly . all in 
ſome degree of agitatn for the ſucceſs of their favourite 
„every one raul allow that cannot be the place or 
tins thy convince any one; and I here take the liberty 
humbly to a! 4 it to the chairman, to bring the 
motions on as food — Ic 


Fa) 


| that Prif the abe dsh are lei withors'earipe 


| bs prevailed upon: to withlrab then. 

will now conclude this haſty and ſhort died with 
+ 8 on the two .thitigs which have given great U 
fence ; the firſt, ot Which is the committee liſts. The 
Piſſenters lay that it. is à diſgrace to ſetye. on. ſuch a- 
committee to be ſo elected ; but if their liſts had ſucceed- 


ed they would not have held out ſuch language, And» 


their liſts were all of them of a ſimilar nature beging 
with four or ſive diſſenting miniſters. aud ſo on through 


the twenty names. The other is the ſuppreſſion of-a bobk 


that had crept into the library without t the conſent or know- 
ledge « of the committec, for it was never ordered by them. 
This! book is called royal recolleclions, and . this Pau- 


e l 


| the committee thought i it ſo and ſuppreſſed it. A 


One ſhould ſuppoſe that the true meaning of the, 
word Diffenter is to 6ppoſ#%and' cavil on every ſubject, 
where they. have not the. direction, or are not the au- 
thors of it, and to inſult all ſocietics where they are not 
the ſole legiſlators and governors. Ang whatever may 
de their opinions individually, it is ſome what remarkable 
mat they always collectively join una vice, againſt 
any and all people not themiſelyes. Do, they not Rang 


together, like a bunch of. bees g going to arm; and. do 


not they anxiouſly a aim at the direction of every public 
inſtitutlon, and every body of magiſtracy, without conſi- f 


ctring by what means acquired, and this too under the 


ſpecious name of ſiberality. 

Out of evil ſometimes cometh good, and after a ſtorm 
ebmeth A calmy and i it is the ſincere prayer of the author 
wat it may be the caſe here, and that ſome. mode 1 may be 
adopted that will anſwer the purpoſe ſo muck to he, . 
"4 Werber all parties. may. be and continue friends. .. 


Nc. n 


